The wise man
The fourth Chinese Ch’an Patriarch, Tao-hsin (580-651), stated:
 “The wise man does nothing while the fool is always tying himself up.” 
The Retired Zen Master was asked:

“What is this Zen all about?”

The Zen Master replied:

“Cherimoyas and Bananas

Taste better when you are enlightened

That is why I grow them myself”

The student asked the Zen master:
“Where did life originate?”

The Zen master replied:

“Look around you fool”
The student asked the Zen master:
“When will you retire?”

The Zen Master replied:

“When I finish

Publishing my E-book on xinxii.com
I need an income

Governments don’t give food stamps

To retired Zen Masters

The economy is really bad”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Where was I before I was born?”

The Zen master replied:

“You were not in my monastery”

A familiar Zen question
The student asked the Zen master:
“I know it has been asked before.

Does a dog have Buddha nature?”

The Zen master replied:

“I never heard this question before

The last days of the Buddha

Were spent barking at his students

Does a Buddha have Buddha nature?

May be the Buddha knows

But how would he know

In the midst of barking?

He was always surrounded by doubters

And he loved dogs.”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Why do I have 5 fingers on my hand?”

The Zen master replied:

“So you can stick 5 fingers up your ass

Or anywhere else

Please yourself”

The student asked the Zen master:

“What is the meaning of life?”

The Zen master replied:

“Don’t you have enough to worry about?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“What is birth like and what is death like?”

The Zen master replied:

“It’s all a matter of perspective”

The student asked the Zen Master:

 “When will I become like Buddha?”

The Zen master replied:

“Buddha who?”

What is the sound of one hand clapping?
This is the name of my koan 

The student asked the Zen master:

With its own copyright

Hakuin didn’t know the answer either

“The sound of one hand clapping”
Was transmitted to his ashes

And lives as an echo

Somewhere in time

Happy now?
The student asked the Zen master:

“Why am I here?”

The Zen master replied:

“A kitchen knife is all we have”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Are there any chicks around here?”

The Zen master replied:

“If you find a chick here

You bring her to my room”

The Zen master asked the student:

“Why are you here?”

The student replied:

“I cam here for enlightenment

But since I have met you

I believe in the benefit of the doubt”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How come you live in these lousy conditions?”

The Zen master replied:

“I am like you

I come from a poor family”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How long do I have to sit

Before anything happens?”

The Zen master replied:

“Go and sit in a brothel instead”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Why are you here?”

The Zen master replied:

“I have no other choice”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How long before I become enlightened?”

The Zen master replied:

“Stick around

Have a bowel movement after every meal”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How can I quiet my mind?”

The Zen master replied:

“Never mind”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Can you show me the path?”

The Zen master replied:

“Do you like eternity?”

The senior student asked the Zen master:

“I have been sitting for 12 years in this hall with you

Isn’t it time you tell me something?”

The Zen master replied:

“I am not going anywhere”

The student asked the Zen master:

“If I am not mistaken

You are the Zen master

And know a few things?”

The Zen master replied:

“What do you mean by a few things?

I am absolutely useless”

The senior student asked the Zen master:

“I never met you before in 12 years?”

The Zen master replied:

“Nice to meet you”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Do you offer any specials for enlightenment?”

The Zen master replied:

“Did you work in a discount store before?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Can I bring my girlfriend here?”

The Zen master replied:

“Only if she will have my child”

The Zen master asked the student:

“Do you think you are ready now?”

The student replied:

“If you are ready

I am ready”

The student asked the Zen master:

“What are you doing under your robe?”

The Zen master replied:

“Fondling my Lower Self

My Higher Self sometimes gets away from me”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Can we talk privately?”

The Zen master replied:

“Let’s go to your room”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Is there a shortcut to enlightenment?”

The Zen master replied:

“If I promise you anything

I will be reborn”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Do you have any children?”

The Zen master replied:

“Why bother with you?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Where did the Buddha go?”

The Zen master replied:

“He took one step too many”

The student asked the Zen master:

“What is a koan for?”

The Zen master replied:

“Koans are for you and me

Uneducated people”

The Zen master asked the student:

“Do you want to meet a new teacher?”

The student replied:

“No, thank you

One asshole is enough”

The Zen master asked the student:

“How come you are not making any progress?”

The student replied:

“You are not making any sense”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Why are there so many naked pictures

Of young girls on your wall?”

The Zen master replied:

“They are for you”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How long did it take you to become enlightened?”

The Zen master replied:

“I am in the same queue as you

Don’t worry”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How many Zen masters does it take

To become enlightened?”

The Zen master replied:

“Why do you ask me?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“Why do you sit?”

The Zen master replied:

“I have an ass to sit on

And it’s sore

What about your ass?”

The Zen master asked the student:

“How come you are still sitting in my hall?”

The student replied:

“Can I go?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“I am the only student left?”

The Zen master replied:

“What kind of a question is that?”

The student asked the Zen master:

“You are my teacher

But you are not making any progress teaching me”

The Zen master replied:

“That is because I am stuck here

Teaching students like you”

The student asked the Zen master:

“How can I become enlightened like you?”

The Zen master replied:

“Who told you so?”

The Zen master asked the student:

“You are a handsome man

Why are you here?”

The student replied:

“Not all men are equal”

The Zen master asked the student:

“How often do you brush your teeth?”

The student replied:

“I don’t brush my teeth until I am enlightened

Please show me how to brush my teeth”


