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The pearl of the Caribbean
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CUBA

The Cuban poet Nicolás Guillén compared once his home with a
green crocodile with eyes of stone and water. From the air, the
island seems in fact like a crocodile.
Cuba is also ennobled as the Pearl of the Antilles. The socialist
state Republica de Cuba is as large as the former East Germany
with an area of nearly 111,000 square kilometers (42,803 square
miles) and has about eleven million inhabitants. The official
language is Spanish. In Cuba there are two official currencies,
the peso Cubano (CUP or MN for Moneda Nacional) than the
original currency in which the state wages are paid and the peso
convertible (CUC), which is coupled as a spare hard currency
directly to the value of the US dollar and in particular for imported
goods and higher-value services is required.
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THE HISTORY OF THE ROUTE
The route starts in Havana, although some flights require a change in
Varadero. From Havana, we visit the famous tobacco province Pinar del
Rio and the green valley of Viñales, which belongs with its bizarre
limestone formations to the most charming landscapes of Cuba. The
next day we will fly to Santiago de Cuba.
Other towns along the route are: Bayamo, Camagüey, Sancti Spiritus,
Topes de Collantes, Trinidad, Cienfuegos und Varadero.
In Varadero a connecting stay is recommended.
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HAVANA – THE COLONIAL HERITAGE

Havana, the capital of Cuba, is the largest city in the Caribbean and perhaps one of the
most culturally urban centers in the world. With approximately 2.1 million inhabitants and
an area of 728.26 square kilometers (281,18 square miles) it is the largest metropolis in the
Caribbean to both in terms of population and the area. The appreciation of the city for the
glorious colonial past show the many castles, cathedrals, villas and museums.
The fascinating historic district Vieja Habana (Old Havana) is UNESCO World Heritage
Site with over 900 attractions, including the Presidential Palace and the Cathedral Square.
Havana long, shimmering coastline offers nearly 15 km (9.3 miles) magnificent beaches to
pristine coral reefs that can be admired both under and above the sea.
Those who seek an urban oasis is the Lenin Park, with its 670 hectares of green area a lot
of room to become one with nature.
Havana is a city that its writers, poets and philosophers both inspired and revered.
No wonder luminaries such as Ernest Hemingway and Federico Garcia Lorca suggested
here their root
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